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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
TWO LATER PHROPHETS 
CHAPTER 2 – JOHN THE BAPTIST AND JOHN THE THEOLOGIAN
Scripture: 
Matthew 3:1–3 NRSV
1 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming,
2 "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near."
3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, "The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: "Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.' "

Revelation 3:1–3
1 "And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: These are the words of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars: "I know your works; you have a name of being alive, but you are dead.
2 Wake up and strengthen what remains and is on the point of death, for I have not found your works perfect in the sight of my God.
3 Remember then what you received and heard; obey it, and repent. If you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come to you.
SECTION 1 - THE JORDAN RIVER
The Jordan River served as a sacred “thin place,” where heaven and earth felt close, both for ancient Israel and for John the Baptist. It symbolizes new beginnings, freedom, and the movement from bondage into God’s promised future. Christians have long viewed the Jordan crossing as an image of spiritual transformation and entering new life.
Questions:
How does the symbolism of the Jordan River as a “thin place” shape your understanding of spiritual transformation?

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
In what ways might “crossing the Jordan” still represent a movement into God’s promised freedom for believers today?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SECTION 2 - THE ISLAND OF PATMOS 
Patmos was a remote, rugged island where John the Theologian received and recorded his Revelation. Its isolation created a setting where divine truth could break through amidst hardship and persecution. This holy site remains a place of pilgrimage, reminding us that God often speaks in quiet, wilderness places when we are far from comfort.
Questions:
How does the isolation of Patmos deepen your understanding of John’s prophetic message?
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
How might your own wilderness seasons create space to hear God more clearly?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SECTION 3 - JOHN THE BAPTIST
Scripture: Luke 1:5–25, 68–70, 76–79
John the Baptist stands as a bridge between the Old Testament prophets and Jesus the Messiah. His miraculous birth signaled God’s continued faithfulness across generations, and his life of radical simplicity challenged social and religious norms. John’s call invited people, then and now, to realignment with God’s purposes.
Questions:
What might John’s radical simplicity say about your spiritual priorities during Advent?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How is God using you as a bridge between God’s promises and people seeking hope today?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SECTION 4 - JOHN THE BAPTIST’S TWO MESSAGES
John preached judgment to the proud and self-satisfied but hope to those longing for change and renewal. He confronted corrupt power but comforted the humble and spiritually hungry, pointing them to Jesus as the Lamb of God. His message exposes the difference between spiritual arrogance and spiritual openness.
Questions:
Which of John’s two messages, judgment or hope—do you personally need to hear in this season?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How do John’s messages speak to the attitudes you see in our culture today?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SECTION 5 - JOHN THE THEOLOGIAN 
Years later, John the Theologian emerged as another prophetic voice, speaking to small, persecuted Christian communities struggling to hold on to faith. His writings encouraged believers facing hardship, reminding them of God’s sovereignty and coming victory. John’s ministry continued the call to faithful endurance and holy living amid opposition.
Questions:
How does John the Theologian encourage believers who feel discouraged in their faith today?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Why is hearing both repentance and hope essential for the church during Advent?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SECTION 6 - JOHN’S REVELATION
In Revelation, John addressed churches that were strong in some areas yet in danger of spiritual decline. His warning to the lukewarm church of Laodicea revealed the dangers of self-sufficiency and complacency. Through vivid imagery, he portrayed the cosmic battle between good and evil and called believers to renewed devotion.
Questions:
What does the warning to Laodicea reveal about spiritual complacency today?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How do Revelation’s symbols deepen your understanding of the struggle between good and evil?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SECTION 7 - JOHN THEOLOGIAN’S TWO MESSAGES 
Like John the Baptist, John the Theologian issued a two-fold message: repent and trust in God’s grace. He confronted lukewarm faith, urging Christians to live with urgency and commitment, especially in a world filled with violence, injustice, and suffering. His call challenges the church to meaningful discipleship that reflects Christ’s coming kingdom.
Questions:
Where do you recognize lukewarm faith in your own life, and how can it be rekindled?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


How do global crises shape your understanding of Christian responsibility and discipleship?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SECTION 8 - JUSTIFYING GRACE AND ASSURANCE
Both Johns reveal God’s justifying grace, the divine gift that forgives, restores, and gives believers a fresh start. This grace awakens us to our need for God and reassures us that we are God’s beloved children. Such assurance empowers us to live with confidence, hope, and joy in God’s promises.
Questions:
How does justifying grace help you embrace forgiveness and a new beginning?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What practices help you rest in the assurance that you are God’s beloved child?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SECTION 9 - SEASONAL SIGNS 
Advent symbols, greenery, candles, wreaths, help believers stay centered on Christ’s light and the promise of new life. These simple signs remind us that light overcomes darkness and that God’s glory continues to rise in our world. Through them, believers prepare their hearts for the Messiah’s coming.
Questions:
How do Advent symbols help you maintain spiritual focus during the season?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What does “light overcoming darkness” mean in your life today?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SECTION 10 - CHRISTMAS COMEDY MOVIES AND GRACE
Christmas comedies reveal spiritual truths by highlighting human flaws and inviting us to rediscover what truly matters. Films like Miracle on 34th Street and A Charlie Brown Christmas humorously expose distractions that hide the heart of Christmas. Yet each story ultimately re-centers the viewer on hope, belief, and grace.

Questions:
How do these films uncover the ways we sometimes lose sight of Christmas’s true meaning?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Which character or moment best illustrates grace breaking through ordinary life?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SECTION 11 - RESPONDING TO THE PROPHETS
John the Baptist and John the Theologian call believers to repentance, generosity, courage, and faithful discipleship. Their message invites us to step out of darkness into Christ’s transforming light, reordering our lives around God’s kingdom rather than consumerism or complacency. Advent becomes a season of realignment, renewal, and response.
Questions:
What uncomfortable truth from these prophets challenges you most this season?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How will you practice discipleship and works of mercy as part of your Advent preparation?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SECTION 12 - “IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR” & “O COME, 
ALL YE FAITHFUL” 
These beloved hymns echo the prophetic themes of peace, praise, divine glory, and joyful expectation. They remind believers that Christ’s coming brings the world hope and invites us into worship. Their melodies call us to join the angels, shepherds, and saints in proclaiming Christ’s arrival.

Questions:
What themes of peace or praise do these hymns stir in you during Advent?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How do these hymns echo the prophetic voices of John the Baptist and John the Theologian in your own spiritual journey?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PRAYER
Ever present, God, you taught us that the night is far spent and the day is at hand.  Grant that we may be found watching for the coming of your Son.  Save us from undue love of the world, that we may wait with patient hope for the day of the Lord, and so abide in him, that when he shall appear, we may not be ashamed: through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.
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